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The conquering foe they foon aflailM, 

Firft Trulla /lav'd, and Cerdon tail’d. Hubibrtis. 

Staves. n.f. T he plural of faff. 

All in ftrange manner arm’d, 

Some ruftick knives, fome Jlaves in fire warmed. Fairy £)u. 
They tie teafils up in bundles or /laves. Mortimer s Flu Jb and. 
Sta'vesacre. 7 i. f Larkfpur. A plant. 

To STAY. v. 7 i. [ flam , Dutch.] 

1. To continue in a place ; to forbear departure. 

Macbeth, we ft ay upon your leifure. Shakejpeare* s Macbeth. 

If file do bid me pack. I’ll give her thanks, 

As though lhe bid me Jlay by her a week. Shakefpcare. 
Would ye tarry for them till they were grown ? would ye 
flay for them from having hufbands ? Ruth i. 13. 

Not after refurrecftion fhall he Jlay 
Longer on earth than certain times t’appear. Milton. 

He did ordain that as many might depart as would ; but as 
many as would flay fhould have very good means to live from 
the ftate. • Bacon. 

They flocked in fuch multitudes, that they not only fayed 
for their refort, but difcharged divers. Hayward. 

Th’ injur’d fea, which from her wonted place, 

To gain fome acres, avarice did force, 

If the new banks neglecled once decay. 

No longer will from her old channel fay. Waller. 

Stay , I command you, fay and hear me firft. Dryden. 
Nor muft he fay at home, becaufe he muft he back again 
by one and twenty. The father cannotyfoy any longer. Locke. 

Every plant has its atmofphere, which hath various effedts 
on thofe who fay near them. Arbuthnot on Aliments. 

Servants fent on mefiages fay out longer than the meflage 
requires. Sivift. 

2 . To continue in a ftate. 

The flames augment, and fay 
At their full height, then languifh to decay. Dryden. 

3. To wait ; to attend. 

I’ll tell thee my whole device 

When I am in my coach, which flays for us. Shakefpeare. 

We for his royal prefence only fay 
To end the rites. Dryden. 

I /lay for T urnus, whofe devoted head 
Is owing to the living and the dead ; 

My fon and I expcdt it from his hand. Dryden. 

4. To flop; to ftand ft ill. 

When (lie lift pour out her larger fpright, 

She would command the hafty fun to Jlay , 

Or backward turn his courfe. Fairy Spueen. 

Perkin Warbeck, finding that when matters once go down 
the hill, they flay not without a new force, refulved to try 
fome exploit upon England. Bacon. 

Satan 

Throws his fteep flight in many an airy wheel, 

Nor fay'd, till on Niphates’ top he lights. Milton. 

5. To dwell ; to be long. 

Nor will I fay 

On Amphix, or what deaths he dealt that day: Dryden. 

I muft Jlay a little on one adtion, which preferred the re- 
lief of others to the confideration of vourfelf. Dryden. 

6. To reft confidently. 

Becaufe ye truft in oppreflion, and fay thereon, this fhall 
be as a breach ready to fall. Ija. xxx. 12. 

They call themfelves of the holy city, and fay themfelves 
upon God. Jfa. xlviii. 2. 

To Stay. v. a. 

1. To flop; to withold ; to rep refs. 

All that may Jlay their minds from thinking that true which 
they heartily wifh were falfe, but cannot think it fo without 
fome fcruple. Hooker. 

The Syrens fang to allure them into danger ; but Orpheus 
fang fo well that he faid them. Raleigh’s HiJlory of the World. 
*■ He took nothing but a bit of bread to /lay his ftomach. Locke. 
To fay tbefe fudden gufts of paflion 
That hurry you from reafon, reft allur’d 
The fecret of your love lives with me only. Rowe. 

Stay her ftomach with tbefe half hundred plays, till I can 
procure her a romance big enough to fatisfy her great foul with 
adventures. _ Pope. 

Why ceafe we then the wrath of heaven to fay ? 

Be humbled all. Pope. 

2 . To delay ; to obftrudl ; to hinder from progreflion. 

The joyous time will not be fay’d 
Unlefs fhe do him by the forelock take. Spcnfer. 

Your flhips are faid at Venice. Shakefpcare. 

Unto the ihore, with tears, with fighs, with moan. 
They him condudl ; curfing the bounds that fay 
T heir willing fleet, that would have further gone. Daniel. 

I will bring thee where no fhadow fays 
Thy coming, and thy foft embraces. Milton s P aradife Lof . 
I was willing to fay my reader on an argument that appears 
to me new. Locke. 


do 


3. To keep from departure. 

If as a prifoner 1 were here, you might 
Have then infilled on a conqueror’s right. 

And fay’d me here. 

4. [Efaycr, French.] To prop; to fupport ; to hold u D 

On this determination we might fay ourfelves without f 
ther proceeding herein. ‘ A ‘ ur * 

Aaicn anu IIui flayed up his hands, the one on the nn.r / 
and the other on the other. AF ^ 

Sallows and reeds for vineyards ufeful found 
To fay thy vines. ’ n.-, 

Stay, n.f [ ejlayc , French.] r ^ £n ' 

1. Continuance in a place ; forbearance of departure. 

Determine, 

Or for her Ay or going ; the affair cries hafte. ShM are 
Should judges make a longer fay in a place than ufualfy Vh 6 y 
); a day more in a county would be a very good addition. 

Her long with ardent look his eye purfu’d, 

Delighted ! but defired more her fay. 

The Thracian youth invades 
Orpheus returning from th’ Elyfian fhades, 

Embrace the hero, and his Jtay implore. 

So long a fay will make 

The jealous king fufpedt we have been plotting. Denba 
What pleafure hop’fl thou in my Jlay, 

When I’m conftrain’d and wifh myfelf awav ? • Dr- den 

When the wine fparkles, 

Make hafte, and leave thy bulinels and thy care 
No mortal int’reft can be worth thy Jlay. J Dryden 

2. Stand ; ceflation of progreflion. 

Bones, after full growth, continue at a Ay; teeth fland at 
a fay, except their wearing. fl am 

Affairs of ftate feemed rather to fland at a fay, than toad- 
vanceor decline. ifcj ma ,l 

Made of fpherc- metal, never to decay. 

Until his revolution was at fay. Milton. 

Almighty crowd ! thou fhorten’ft all difpute; 

Nor faith nor reafon make thee at a Jlay, 

Thou leap’ll o’er all. ' Dry den's Medal. 

3. A flop; an obftrudlion ; a hindrance from progrefs. 

His fell heart thought long that little way, 

Griev’d with each ftep, tormented with each fay. Fairfax. 

4. Reft. aint; prudence ; caution. 

Many juft and temperate provifos, well fhewed and fore- 
tokened the wifdom, fay and moderation of the king. Bam. 
W ith prudent fay he long deferr’d 
The rough contention. 

5. A fixed ftate. 

Who have before, or fhall write after thee 
Their works though toughly laboured will be 
Like infancy or age to man s firm Jlay , 

Or early and late twilights to mid-day. 

Alas, what Jlay is there in human ftate ! 

And who can fhun inevitable fate ? 

6. A prop ; a fupport. 

Obedience of creatures unto the law of nature is the A 
of the whole world. Hooker. 

What furety of the world, what hope, what fay. 
What this was oncp a king, and now is clay. Shakejpeare . 

My only ftrength, and Jlay ! forlorn of thee, 

Whither fhall I betake me? — where fubfift? Milton. 
Trees ferve as fo many Jlays for their vines, which hang 
like garlands from tree to tree. Addfon’s Remarks on Italy . 

7. Tackling. [See Stays ] 

With fay. s and cordage iaft he rig’d afhip, 

And roll’d on leavers, launch’d her in the deep. 

8. [In the plural.] Boddice. 

No ftubborn fays her yielding fhape embrace. 

9. Stead inefs of conduct. 

StaTed. part. aclj. [from fay.] 

1 . Fixed ; fettled ; ferious ; not volatile. 

For her fon, 

In her own hand the crown fhe kept in {lore, 

Till riper years he raught, and ftronger fay. Fa. f iHh ‘ 

Whatfoever is above thefe proceedeth of fhortnefs of me 
mory, or of want of a Jlayed and equal attention. Bacon. 
He was well fayed, and in his gate ., 

Preferv’d a grave majeftick ftate. 1 ’f] 

A fayed man and wife are feldom fo indolent as not to n 

confolation in each other. ^ * 

2. Stopped. _ 

Sta'yedly. adv. [from fayed.] Compofedly ; gravely? p 

dcntly; foberly;' calmly; judicioufly. 

Sla'yedness. n.f. [from Jlayccl.'] 

1. Solidity; weight. _ . f n j 

When fubftantialnefs combineth with deligatfn ne >> 
currantnefs w\th fayednefs , how can the language oun 0 
than moft full of fweetnefs. Camden s e 


Donne . 


Dryden. 


Pope, 

Gay. 
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* Compofure; prudence; gravity ; judtdofifrtefs. 

Sta'yer. n.f [from /fay.] One who ftopk, holds or ftfjpporiS* 
May Jove, the guardian of the capitol, 

He, the great fayer of our troops in rout, 

Fulfil your hope-', and animate the cohorts. A Philips. 
StaTlace. n.f. [flay and lace.] A lace with which women 
fallen their boddice. 

A fay'ace from England fhould become a topick for cenlure 

at vilits. ~ Sw f‘- 

Stays, n.f. Without fingular. 

1. Boddice; a kind of ftiff waiftcoat made of whalebone, worn 

by ladies. _ 

Ropes in a {hip to keep the maft from falling aft. All malts, 
topmafls, and flagftaves have fays, except the fpritfail topmaft : 
themainmaft, foremaft, with the mails belonging to them, 
have alfo back fays, which help to keep the malt from pitch- 
ing forward or overboard. Harris. 

They were come upon the fays, when one of the failors 
deferied a galley. Sidney. 

3. Any fupport; any thing that keeps another extended. 

Weavers ftretch your fays upon the weft. Dryden. 

STEAD, n.f. [yteb, Saxon.] 

1. Place. Obfolete. 

Fly therefore, fly this fearful fead anon. 

Left thy fool hardize work thy fad confufion. Fairy fhieen. 
They nigh approached to the fead 
Where as thofe maremaids dwelt. Spenfer’s Fairy ffuecn. 

The term of life is limited, 

Ne may a man prolong norfhorten it; 

The foldier may not move from watchful fead , 

Nor leave his ftand until his captain bed. Fairy ffpueen. 

2 . Room ; place which another had or might have. 

If we had Amply taken them clean away, or elfe removed 
them, fo as to place in their fead others, we had done worfe. 

Hooker . 

There fell down many flain, and they dwelt in their feads 


Chron. 


v. 22. 


Butler . 


Deaden. 


1. 


u- . v neignDour in ti 

unto him m the time of his trouble. 
Hun refi Hjlaifajl i n the faith> 



until the captivity. 

Nor do the bold’ll attempts bring forth 
Events ftill equal to their worth ; 

But fometimes fail, and in their fead 
fortune and cowardice fucceed. 

Jealoufy then fir’d his foul, 

And his face kindled like a burning coal ; 

Now cold defpair 'fucceeding in her fead. 

To livid palenefs turns the glowing red. _. 

Ufe; help. Tojiand in fead ; to be of great ufe ; to help ; to 
advantage. 

O 

A compleat man hath fome parts, whereof the want could 
not deprive him of his effence ; yet to have them fandeth him 
in fingular fead, in refpect of fpecial ufes. Hooker. 

Fie makes his underflanding the warehoufe of lumber ra- 
ther than a repoutory of truth, which will f and him in fead 
when he has occafion for it. • Locke. 

7. he Imalleft adt of charity fhall fland us in great fead. 

Attcrbury s Sermons . 

4. I he frame of a bed. 

The genial bed. 

Sallow the feet, the borders and the fed. Dryden. 

Stead, fed, being in the name of a place that is diftant from 
any river, comes from the Saxon yteo, ytyo, a place; but if 
it be upon a river or harbour, it is to be derived from rra^e, 
a ihore or ftation for fhips. Gi If on's Camden. 

lo brr.AD. v. a. [from the noun.] 

To help; to advantage ; to fupport ; to aflift. A word fome- 
what obfolete. 

Me aie neither in fkill, nor ability of power greatly to 

. Sidney. 

. It nothing feads us 

To chide him from our eves. Shakejpeare. 

Tx ,, . lc!l garments, lmnens, fluffs, and neceffaries, 

VV ”‘ ch F nc e have/W^r? much. Shakefpcare' s Tempef. 

Madam, fo it fead you I will write. Shakefpcare. 

Can you fo fead me 

As bring me to the fight of Ifabella. Shakefpeare. 

To fiiwu fri . endl yj ud and coun fel much mzy fead me. Rowe. 
1 0 nil the place of another. Obfolete. 

> ftaI1 a ^vife this wronged maid to A^ up your ap- 
pomtmew, and go in your place. SlLefpeaL 

r n ST - r “ l J. {Jh“d and /“«//. 1 Ji 

faft in place; firm; fixed. 

Such was this giant’s fall, that feem’d to (hake 
his // edfcjl globe ol 'earth, as it for fear did quake. F. 

immoveable^ 1C “ * ^ ^ Sd 

2 - Conftant ; refolute. S * ^ * S ‘“ U °f Irel md. 

I hope her ftubborn heart to bend, 
h that it then mor cjledfaft will endure. StinFcr 

- oot^whhGod 01 thCir heart aright> 

i“he°,im y e HiS P ° m T fWJ/J 

Lcclus. xxii. 23. 
I Pet. v. 9. 


2 . 


Spenfer . 


STE 

What form of death could him affright, 

Who unconcern’d, with Jledfaf fight 
Coli’d view the furges mounting fteep. 

And monfters rolling in the deep? Dryden. 

Steadfastly, adv. [from fedfajt.] Firmly; conftantly. 
God’s omnifcience Jhadfafly grafps the greatcfl and moft 
flippery uncertainties. South’s Serfiiom. 

In general, fedfaflh believe that whatever God hath re- 
vealed is infallibly true. Wake’s Preparation for Death. 

Steadfastness, n.f. [homf eaJfcfl .] 

1. Immutability ; fixednefs. 

So hard thefe heavenly beauties beenfir’u, 

As tilings divine, leaft paftions do impreis, 

T he more of fleadfall minds to be admir’d. 

The more they flayed be on fedfajlncf. 

2. Firmnefs; conftancy ; refolution. 

SteaDily. adv. [from Jleadyf] 

1. Without tottering; without fhaking. 

Sin has a tendency to bring men under evils, unlefs hin- 
dered by fome accident which no man can Jleadily build upon. 

South's Sa mans. 

2. Without variation or irregularity. 

So Jleadily does fickle fortune fleer 
Th’ obedient orb that it fhould never err. Blackmoru 

SteaDiness. n.f [from Ready-.] 

1. State of being not tottering nor eafily fhaken. 

2. Firmnefs ; conftancy. 

John got the better of his cholerick temper, and wrought 
himfelf up to a great feadinefs of mind, to purfue his interefl 
through all impediments. Atbuthnot. 

3. Confiftent unvaried conduct. 

Steadinefs is a point of prudence as well as of courage. L'EJl. 
A friend is ufeful to form an undertaking, and fecure / leaai - 
nefs of conduct. Collier f Friend flip. 

SteaDy. adj. [yeasfcig, Saxon. J 

1. Firm; fixed; not tottering. 

I heir feet feady, their hands diligent, their eyes watchful, 
and their hearts refolute. Sidney. 

He fails ’tween worlds and worlds with feady wing. Mill . 
Steer the bounding bark with Jleady toil. 

When the ftorm thickens and the billows boil. Pope 1 

2. Not wavering; not fickle ; not changeable with regard to re- 
folution 01 attention. 

Now clear I underftand. 

What oft m y fea die f thoughts have fearch’d in vain. Milton; 
Steady to my principles, and not difpirited with my afr 
fli6tions, I have, by the bleffing of God, overcome all dif- 
ficulties. # Dryden’ s LEneid* 

A clear fight keeps the underftandingA^. Locke. 

S 1 e a k n. f \_Jlyck, Iflandick and Erfe, a piece ; fcka, Swedifh, 
to boil J A flice of flefh broiled or fried; a collop. 

'Fhe furgeon protefted he had cured him very well, and of- 
fered to eat the firft fake of him. ' Taller. 

Fair ladies who contrive 

T o feaft on ale and fcaks. Swift. 

To STEAL, v. a. Preterite Iflole, part, paff floleii. [rrelan, 
Saxon ; flelen, Dutch.] 

I. I o take by theft ; to take clandeftinely ; to take without right, 

I o Real generally implies fecrecy, to rob , either fecrecv or vio^ 
lence. 

Thou ran’ft a tilt in honour of my love, 

Am\ Jioi'fl away the ladies hearts of France. Shakefpeare. 

1 heie are fome fhrewd contents in yon fame paper, 
Thztjleal the colour from Bafianio’s cheek; 

Some dear friend dead Shakefpeare’ s Mcrch. of Venicce. 

How ftiou! id w ofleal filver or gold ? Gen. xliv. 8. 

A fchoo boy finding a bird’s neft, {Lews it his comoanion 
and he /teals it. C / 

„ '• 1 , o hake h eare. 

2i I o withdraw or convey without notice. 

I he law of England never was properly applied to the Irifti, 
nf ? of government, but as thev could jnfinuate 

and fubmiffion. C VeS ° ^ ^ by their humble 

T , 7 i^'. et u 3 fl^ftaway, there’s warrant in that theft 
Which fealsitfelf when there’s no mercy left. Shakefpeare. 
rieyo objects has a tendency*to fleal away the mind 
from its fteady purfuit of any fubjea' 7 

3. To gain or effedl by private riieans. 

c Young Lorenzo 

Mole her foul with many vows of faith. 

And ne’er a true one. 

Were it not that my fellow fchoolmafter 
Uoth watch Bianca’s fteps fo narrowly, 
i were good to fleal our marriage. ci t n. 

They hate nothing, fo much as beinp alone for’fcaM'n’' 
affrighting apprehenfions (hould Jhallx force their way ^ 

To Steal, v.n. Calajny. 

1. To withdraw privily ; to pafs filently. 
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